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Abstracts of major papers in this issue

The construction of the streamline ELT system in China by Dai Weidong, p.322

Departing from a comprehensive examination of some siriking problems existing to different degrees in current Eng-
lish language teaching practice in China the article puts forw ard the streamline ELT system as both intelligent and feasi-
ble solutions with adequate survey results and insightful analysis chiefly from the perspectives of the nature of English lan-

guage teaching, curriculum design English language teaching methodology, teacher training and evaluation etc.

The role of frequency in ELT: New corpus evidence brings a re-appraisal by Geof frey Leech, p.328

This paper reconsiders the value of frequency information in ELT, taking into account new evidence provided by cor-
pora of native speakers English (e.g. the Biitish National Corpus) and evidence available through new dictionaries and
grammars making use of such corpus information.

Some examples are given, showing how information about frequency in spoken and written English may cause reap-
praisal of assumptions common in pedagogical grammar. It is argued that frequency as a principle for the selection and pri-
oritising of language content has been neglected, and the availability of corpus-derived frequency information means that
this neglect can now be rectified. However frequency must be considered alongside other factors that have a bearing on
sequencing in ELT materials such as dispersion, coverage, learnability and communicative need. Also, it is important to
bear in mind that findings based on corpora of native speaker English must be complemented by those based on corpora of

learner English, and of the native language of the learners.

English as an international language and Japan s English language teaching by Nobuyuki Honna, p.340

English now is said to be an international language. When we say this do we really understand w hat it means? Ac-
tually, it seems extremely difficult to comprehend varous sorts of logical deductions stemming from the current state of the
English language. In this presentation I would like to discuss how Japan s English language teaching (ELT) is reacting
to this characterization of English. While I outline primary and secondary situations I will focus on college-level issues
that have emerged out of our understanding of English as an international language. The concept of intercultural literacy

will also be explored in terms of language aw areness education.

Generic intertextuality and subject position. A pragmatic analysis by Xin Bin, p.348

Generic intertextuality, which isa universal feature of texts can be understood as the intermingling of elements from
different genres within a single text. Each genre hasits own meaning potential that is realized in specific texts through the
subject positions postulated by the genre. Generic intertextuality means that within a single text the producer has to shut-

tle betw een different subject positions in order to realize the meaning potential of different genres.

Interpersonal meanings of epistemic modality in academic discourse, by Li Zhanzi, p.353
Based on functional grammar s account of modality and interpersonal meaning as well as the language resources dis-

cussed in appraisal theory, the paper sets out to examine epistemic modality in academic discourse and notes that the inter-
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