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Abstracts of major papers in this issue

A motive for the Minimalist Program constraints on parametric variation, by Cheng Gong, p- 1

Th e paper introduces one of the most important motives for the evolution from the government and bind—
ing (GB) theory to the Minimalist Program. It is pointed out that one of the inadequacies with the GB theory
is its lack of constraints on parameter—setting, giving rise to an array of theoretical problems. The Minimalist
Program sets out to overcome the problems by restricting parametric variation to aspects of the lexicon, espe—
dally morphology, which triggers a series of changes in the generative theory.
On the scope of tenor of discourse and its realization, by Zhang Delu, p- 8

The present article compares and comments on the definitions of the tenor of discourse given by Halli—
day, Gregory and Martin on the basis of the relationships among tenor of discourse, meaning and form,
clears the hazy understanding of the concepts concerned and determines the scope of tenor of discourse, its
place in the context of situation and its realization in meaning and form. Finally, a new and more spedfic
framework of the subcategories of tenor of discourse and their realization at the semantic and formal levels is
proposed.
Linguistics and aphasiology, by Cui Gang, p. 21

Aphasiology is closely related with linguistics. On the one hand aphasiology not only derives from lin—
guistics a vocabulary and theoretical basis for the precise description and analysis of language and insight into
the aphasics language disorders but also makes researchers of aphasia have a more profound understanding
of language structure and function, which is useful in the rehabilitation of aphasics language abilities: On
the other hand, aphasiology can greatly promote the development of linguistics, since it provides an effective
basis for testing linguistic theories as well as an important source of hypotheses. The discussion on the rela—
tionship betw een linguistics and aphasiology throws some light on the nature of neurolinguistics.
Three hypotheses of universal grammar accessibility in SLA, by Dai Manchun, p- 35

Th e accessibility of Universal Grammarin second language acquisition is a much debated issue. This pa—
per discusses three major hypotheses of UG access— Direct Access Hypothesis, Indirect Access Hypothesis,
and Lack of Access Hypothesis, and analyzes the causes of the three diverging positions. The author assumes
that UG accessibility studies are hampered by the UG theory which is not fully developed and constrained by
research methods.
Testing the interpretation of conversational implicature by Chinese Learners of English.by Tan Zhi,p. 42

Conversational implicature is a communication strategy used to express meaning indirectly. Inability to
recognize or interpret it might be a barrier in a cross—cultural communication. This paper reports the findings
of a test on the interpretation of conversational implicature by Chinese Learners of English. Some related as—
pects are discussed and the implication of the test to teaching is suggested- Some proposals are made for
teachers reference.
Beliefs, strategies and English vocabulary retention, by Wang Wenyu , p- 47

This study employed a quantitative approach to investigate 50 Chinese university student$ beliefs about
and strategies in retaining words. The correlation between their use of memory strategies and their perfor—

mance in word recall tests was also examined.
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